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REFUGEES 
AnD YOu 


jhe REFUGEE RELIEF ACT OF 1953 
allows 214,000 refugees from Europe and 
Asia to come to the United States during the 
next three years. They will be admitted on 
non-quota visas provided that they are eli- 
gible and that they have an Assurance guar- 
anteeing a job, a place to live, and that they 
will not become public charges. The United 
States Government will receive and approve 
Assurances; register, examine, and certify the 
refugees; and generally administer the Act. 
The Government looks to the voluntary agen- 
cies, of which the Churches are the most im- 
portant, to provide the individual sponsors 
who give Assurances; select the refugees over- 
seas to match the Assurances; and see that 
the refugees reach their sponsors when they 
come here. 

This places a big responsibility upon the 
Churches. Church World Service, the co- 
operative agency serving the Churches, esti- 
mates that there will be 100,000 Protestant, 
Old Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox refugees 
who will be eligible to come if its member 
Churches provide enough Assurances. The 
Episcopal Church, through General Conven- 
tion in 1952, called for emergency legislation 
to admit more refugees. Now it is a fact and 
our job has been set for us. 


The National Council at its meeting on 
October 15, 1953, adopted this resolution: 


RESOLVED, That the National Council call 
upon the Department of Christian Social Re- 
lations, the Committee on World Relief and 
. Church Co-operation, the Woman’s Auxiliary, 
dioceses, parishes, and individual church 
members, to make every effort to secure at 
least 1,500 job and housing Assurances for 
Eastern Orthodox, Old Catholic, and Protes- 
tant refugees who are looking to us for re- 
settlement opportunities in the United States, 
and to assure individual sponsors of the help 
and co-operation of local church resources, 
and the National Council, in carrying out the 
obligations they assume by sponsorship. 


Who the Refugees Are 


Tue largest number of refugees eligible under 
the Act are those who have escaped from 
communism. Refugees from natural disasters, 
such as floods or tidal waves, and from 
changes in colonial administrations, also, are 
included. In nationality, Germans and those 
of German ethnic origin who have escaped or 
have been expelled from communist-domi- 
nated countries rank highest in number. Ital- 
ians are next. Greeks and Dutch are well 
represented. Poles, Russians, Serbs, and those 
from the Baltic countries are included but 


will be fewer in number than under the now 
expired Displaced Persons Act. The new 
groups are Asians and Arabs, each compar- 
atively small in number. 


What They Are 


Axsout one-half, or 100,000 are Protestant, Old 
Catholic, or Eastern Orthodox in religion. 
They vary from single persons to families of 
six or eight. They vary as widely in occupa- 
tion, A large number are farmers with current 
experience on modern West European farms. 
Many are skilled craftsmen or clerical workers. 
Many are experienced factory workers. Some 
will be professionals. 

The strict certification requirements of the 
Act indicate that the age, family composition, 
and work skills of those approved for immi- 
gration, will be favorable for successful re- 
settlement. The law requires careful proof 
that they will not be security risks. 


How You Can Help 


Eacu refugee with his dependents must have 
an Assurance before he can come. This Assur- 
ance must: 

Promise a job 

Promise a place to live 

State that he will not become a_ public 
charge. 


Each Assurance submitted through the 
Episcopal Church on the proper forms will be 
underwritten by a statement that the efforts 
of the sponsor will be supplemented by those 
of the parish, diocese, National Council, and 

. Church World Service in meeting the obliga- 
tions. 

The job, housing, and guarantee against They Can Come If You Help 
public charge, all moral rather than legal obli- 
gations, do not have to be given by the same 
person. It is hoped that many Assurances will 
be given by parishes as a united effort, 
although signed by one person on behalf of 
the group. 

You can help in many ways. Perhaps you 
have a job to offer or can find him a job after 
he arrives. Perhaps you have living quarters 
or know of some available. Perhaps you have 


neither a job nor housing in sight but can in- Cc 
terest your parish or one of its groups in con- 
centrating its resources to produce them. At Further information, Assurance forms, and 
least you can talk with your friends and see life stories of eligible refugees are available 
that the opportunity and need are widely from the Committee on World Relief 
known. and Church Co-operation. 

The Episcopal Church resettled more than 
three thousand Displaced Persons under the THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
last Act. With your help, that number can be Department of Christian Social Relations 
equalled in the next three years. Committee on World Relief. & Church Co-operation. 
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